
From: wendygiroux@comcast.net [mailto:wendygiroux@comcast.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2011 1:50 PM 
To: Reitenbach, Paul 
Subject: sewer connections for new schools in rural areas 
 

Dear Growth Management Planning Council of King County,  

I am writing to express my serious concern about the revision to the countywide 
planning policies which would change the ability for new schools in rural areas to be 
connected to the sewer. It is my understanding that the Tahoma School District and 
other school districts purchased numerous sites for future school construction with 
the agreement that they would be allowed to construct tightline connections to the 
sewer. It seems irresponsible to put those millions of dollars of investments at risk. 
 
As you know, Maple Valley and the surrounding areas served by the Tahoma School 
District have seen huge increases in enrollment, and it is predicted to continue. 
Nearly every Tahoma school building -- including my daughter's elementary school -
- is at or above capacity. We desperately need the fifth elementary school which is 
planned for land adjacent to the junior high and which would be affected by the 
change you are considering. 
 
I heard that one of the factors is where students live and whether the proposed 
schools in rural areas would serve students from urban or rural areas. A huge 
majority, 75 percent of our students, attend schools located in the urban area. We 
are transporting kids who live in rural areas to schools in the urban areas, and it 
seems that as our student population continues to grow it would only make sense to 
have additional schools in the rural areas as well as the urban ones. 
 
I do not claim to understand all the intricacies of these regulations, but I do 
understand the need for the growth management line and the policies in general. 
However, I hope you can find some answer that will work for both the county and 
the school districts. Please keep the current language allowing exemptions for sewer 
connections to new schools.  
 

Sincerely, 

Wendy Castleman 

23413 SE 263rd St. 

Maple Valley, WA 98038 
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